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J a m e s  R o l a n d ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r 

Debate Gives 
  
The Atlanta Urban Debate League has finished yet 
another stellar and record-breaking year. We 
continue to have a positive and profound impact on 
the lives of students, parents, and educators in the 
metro Atlanta area and beyond.  
 

hƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎƪΣ ά5ƻŜǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΚέ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ 
doubt, close to 1,000 students 
and hundreds of teachers, 
parents, and supporters of the 
Atlanta Urban Debate League 
would say affirmatively: yes!  
 
For well over ten months the 
league has been hosting 
workshops, trainings, and 
tournaments all in an effort to 
provide students and coaches 
the skills they need to have a 
high quality debate experience.  
  
We live in a time where 
everyone is thinking about 
getting something, but it is 
important that we put things in 
perspective. Sure, it is nice to 
receive, but do these things help 
you grow, think, and 
communicate better? This year 
debate opportunities through 
the AUDL have given:  
ÅClose to 1,000 students 

participating  
ÅOver 11,000 personal debate 

rounds 
ÅClose to 100 teachers 

participating in Debate Across 
the Curriculum workshops  

ÅMore than 13 tournament 
opportunities 

ÅHundreds of volunteers 
ÅParticipating in the National 

Urban Debate League 
Invitational Championships in 
San Francisco ς finishing in the 
top 8 in the country! 

 
These are just a few items, but it 
is clear ς debate gives.  Debate 
gives students voice. It gives 
them a sense of purpose and the 
skills to chart their own future. 
This annual report is a snapshot 
of the tremendous time and 
effort by all in the AUDL family. 
More than anything, debates 
gives us a sense of community 
and place to call home. We have 
had an amazing year, and we 
appreciate your continued 
support! 
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άaȅ debate experience this year has 
helped me academically and in so 

many other ways. Without debate, I 
would never be able to speak and 
present strongly and ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΦέ 

 -Excerpt from the End of Year Middle 
School Survey 

Usher Elementary debaters 


